
 

Order of Worship 
 

Striving to be what Christ tells us through Scripture. 

December 14, 2025 3rd Sunday in Advent 10 AM 
 
 
PRELUDE  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”  
   Diana Mase, piano 
 
WELCOME   Pastor Waldis 

Our Approach to God 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 146 
Leader:  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 

hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them. 

People:  Who keeps faith forever, who executes justice for the 
oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 

Leader:  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of 
the blind. 

People:  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord 
loves the righteous. 

Leader: The Lord watches over immigrants; he upholds the orphan 
and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

People: The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all 
generations.  Praise the Lord! 

 
*HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty” #3 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (responsive) 
 The Puppet Club  insert 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR “Waiting for Bethlehem’s Light” Dale Peterson 
   Lori Anders, flute; Diana Mase, piano 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Pastor Waldis 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 



The Word of God 

*HYMN  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” #240 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE 1 Samuel 2:1-8 p. 245 (OT) 
   Luke 1:46-55 p. 57  (NT) 
   Elizabeth Dahlberg-Lee, Liturgist 

SERMON “Mary’s Broadway Debut” Pastor Waldis 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 

Our Response to God 
OFFERTORY  
 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER  #815 
 
JOYS, THANKS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
THE GENERAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*HYMN  “How Great Our Joy!” #269 
   
*BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE  “Prepare the Way, O Zion”  
    Diana Mase, piano 

    * * * * * * * * 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL BY JOINING US for the Sunday 
School pageant down in Founders’ Hall immediately following worship. 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Anonymous; Roger Carman; Lauren Clarke; Harold 
Friedeman; Marilyn Hams; Janet Kosack; Nancy Lanzalotto; Craig Terjanian; 
Sue Wood. 
 
OUR SYMPATHIES are extended to Jeff and Nina Pond on the passing of Jeff’s 
stepmother this past Thursday.  Please keep Jeff and Nina and their family in 
your prayers. 
 
UNITY PRAYER:  God, we pray that during this season of Advent when our 
ears are filled with the constant chatter about material goods and expectations, 
may the Holy Spirit guide us to abandon this chatter and to focus on your birth. 
 
THE FLOWERS are given by Jane and Bruce Marshall in loving memory of 
Bruce’s father, Jack Marshall, and by Linda and Keith Michels in loving memory 
of Linda’s father, James Roy. 

THIS WEEK 
 
Today 11:15 Finance/Facilities Meeting 
  11:15 Alleluia Choir 
  3:00 Ramsey Wind Symphony Concert  
Thursday 7:00 Scouts in FH 
  7:30 Chancel Choir 
Saturday 8:30 Men’s Group 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 – 4th Sunday in Advent 
10:00—Worship, Puppet Club and Sunday School 

 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025—Christmas Eve 

3:30—Luminary Set-Up 
4:30—Luminary Lighting 

5:00 PM – Family Candlelight Service 
11:00—Traditional Candlelight Service 

 
ENVELOPES are in the pews for your convenience in 
contributing to our Christmas poinsettia display.  Please make 
checks payable to Guild for Christian Service.  Names of donors 
will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  
 
THE 2026 FLOWER CALENDAR is on the bulletin board.  Sign 
up to donate flowers for worship to memorialize a loved one or 
celebrate an occasion.  The cost is $25 per bouquet; make your 
checks payable to Guild for Christian Service; fill out a dedication 
slip; place it in the offering plate or on Lori’s desk in the church 
office.  Please—no more than 2 bouquets per Sunday. 
 
THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE invites you to help set up 
luminaries on Christmas Eve at 3:30.  They will be lit at 4:30 for 
the 5:00 service.  Then volunteers will need to change the 
candles for the 11 PM service and help clean up after.  Please 
sign up in the narthex.   
 
DONATE YOUR SMILE by volunteering to be an usher.  Your 
smile and greeting will go a long way to make members and 
guests feel welcome. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUR OUTREACH COMMITTEE has set up a Giving Tree in the 
Narthex to benefit New Hope, one of the missions we support, 
which was featured in last month’s Courier.  Please take an 
ornament, purchase what’s on it, and bring it back to the 
Christmas Tree.  Thank you! 
 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS – Wish your church family a Merry 
Christmas by placing a Christmas card on the bulletin board at 
the Spring Street entrance.  A box of blank cards will be available 
if needed. 
 
THE RAMSEY WIND SYMPHONY, of which Lori Anders and 
Judy Hunter are a part, will perform a free concert in our 
sanctuary this afternoon at 3:00.  They will perform works by 
Alfred Reed, Astor Piazzolla, Leroy Anderson, Philip Sparke and 
others.   
 
ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER, 
consistories are required to publish the names of persons elected 
as elders and deacons preceding their installation in order that 
“any legitimate objections may be presented to the Board of 
Elders for its judgment.”  Those elected at our November 
congregational meeting and scheduled for installation on 
January 11th are listed below.  Please speak to Les Cox or Zach 
Waldis if you have any questions. 

Class of 2027 – Deacons:  Alison Campbell, Keith Michels, 
Steve Tillack 

 
 

Luke 1: 46-56 Mary’s Song 
 
 

Exegesis (Background) 
 
 
 

     1. Mary is a humble _____________. 
 
      
     2. God is the god of the ___________. 
 
 
     3. Mary’s song is about the  _____________   
         and Christmas. 
 
 
 
                   

Life Application 
 
 
 

      We must _________ in God’s work with the 
poor. 
 
 
       
      God ____________ the lowly and poor. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 14, 2025 

The Puppet Club 
 

 
Leader: While we wait for the birth of Christ, we hear God’s intentions 

for creation—hope, peace, joy and love. 
 
People: REJOICE ALWAYS, PRAY WITHOUT CEASING; GIVE 

THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR THIS IS THE 
WILL OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS FOR YOU. 

from I Thessalonians 5 
 

Leader: Paul encourages us to rejoice always.  How do we do that?  
Hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

 
People: IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING, WE SAY, “THANKS FOR 

COMING TO US, LORD.”  THIS IS THE REASON THE 
CHRIST-CHILD COMES:  TO HELP US LIVE. 

 
Light the pink candle. 

 
Leader: We light the third Advent candle to remind us of the JOY that 

is ours in knowing the Lord. 
 
ALL: STIR UP OUR WILLS, O LORD, AND COME TO PREPARE 

OUR LIVES FOR THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST-CHILD.  
EMPOWER US BY YOUR SPIRIT TO LIVE EACH DAY 
WITH YOUR JOY.  AMEN. 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Community Church in Harrington Park 
One Spring Street 

PO Box 185 
Harrington Park, NJ 07640 

201-768-2457 
cchp@verizon.net 

cchpchurch.org 
Rev. Zach Waldis, Pastor 

 

Welcome to the Community Church in Harrington Park! 

We are glad you are here today.  Here are a few things that 
might be helpful to you. 

Large print hymnals are available, as well as hearing assistive 
devices.  Please speak to an usher. 

Restrooms are just outside the sanctuary in the main hallway 
opposite the office. 

It would be a big help to us if you would either fill out one of the 
white pew cards in front of you and place it in the offering plate 
or sign the guest book on your way out. 


