
 
Order of Worship 

 
We are caring believers who grow, share, and live out our faith in Christ. 

 
July 23, 2023   10:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
PRELUDE Sonata in F Major K.540 Domenico Scarlatti 

John DiPinto, organ 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Our Approach to God 

 
OPENING PSALM “Praise His Name” Psalm 148 
 Nate Giordano, guitar 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Most High God, so much of our lives seems pre-determined.  
Along the way we’ve had parents, teachers, bosses, kids, 
grandkids who’ve shaped the course of our lives.  Different 
circumstances have influenced the choices we’ve made or had 
to make.  But in the end, we control the course of our lives.  The 
choices are ours (well, Yours too).  But we don’t take 
responsibility for the way our lives go.  We slough off the 
responsibility for how we are onto other people, or other 
conditions that have affected us.  Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
courage to control the course of our own lives under Your 
guidance.  Amen. 

HEARING OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
LIVING THANKFULLY AS FORGIVEN PEOPLE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Down to the River to Pray” 
          

The Word of God 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GREETING EACH OTHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
 
*HYMN      “Like a River Glorious” #737 
 
VIDEO 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE Joel 1:1-12, 2:12-17 p. 845 (OT)  
 
SERMON “Howz that Working Out for You?’ Pastor Sayer 
 
PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 

 
Our Response to God 

OFFERING  

*DOXOLOGY  #815 

JOYS, THANKS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

THE GENERAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*HYMN “Soldiers of Christ, Arise” #723+iu  

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “Come Sunday” Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington 
  John DiPinto, organ 

* Please stand if you are able. 
* * * * * * 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Anonymous; Lynn Baker; Judi Keith; Janet 
Kosack; Nancy Lanzalotto; Debra Parma; Ed Serrano; Craig Terjanian. 
 
THE UNITY PRAYER: God, Your Word in Proverbs tells us where there is 
no vision the people run wild but blessed is he who follows divine 
instruction.  We pray that You would give us a fresh vision for Your plan in 
our lives and that you open our eyes, minds, and hearts to Your vision so 
that we can live out our purpose. 
 
THE FLOWERS are given in celebration of friends and family and to the 
glory of God. 



 
THIS WEEK 

 
 Wednesday   7:30 PM Bible Study on Zoom 
 Thursday 10:00 AM Bible Study, Johnson Chapel 
  

Sunday, July 30, 2023 
10:00 AM Worship with Communion 

Join us for coffee hour in Founder’s Hall every Sunday following worship. 
 

USHERS AND GREETERS are needed for the summer. Please sign-up 
in the narthex. 

 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS:  We need to staff the nursery for our 
youngest children, ages six and under.  All children will be in the 
sanctuary until after the Children’s Message.  At that time, parents may 
take the youngest to the nursery.  Please sign up in the narthex so we can 
compile a list of people willing to serve this important child-care ministry.   
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY:  The topic is Prophecy and God’s Prophets.  
How did God call His prophets?  How did God’s call tie in with events in 
Israel’s history?  What was God telling His people through His prophets?  
What is He telling us?  What can we learn about the fulfillment of Biblical 
prophecies?  We will be looking at one prophet in detail:  Habakkuk.  
What was different about him?  What can we learn from him for our 
times? The in-person study meets on Thursdays in the Johnson Chapel 
from 10:00-11:30 AM.  The Zoom study meets on Wednesday evening 
from 7:30-9:00 PM. The study runs through the first week in August.  You 
may join in anytime.  Contact Sandy Bennington for information, 
201-543-1244. 
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