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The Courier

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| have a box — actually a couple of boxes - of maps from all over the United States.
For a long time, anytime | went someplace — Arizona, Los Angeles, Virginia — I'd stop
at a convenience store as soon as | could and grab a local map. Those maps got me
to a lot of different places. We'd bring them with us on trips. Jeri would serve as
navigator — she didn’t have the appreciation for maps that | did. She would figure
out where we were going and then, in the limited confines of the front seat, try and
get the map back down to a manageable size. Usually it would get folded the
wrong way, and | would always say, “Jer, maps are your friends,” implying of course
that you should treat them with respect. She would have said unnecessary rever-
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Anyway, we would know where we were going, and the maps would get us there. PASTD R

haven’t gotten out those paper maps in a long time now. We just use Google maps.

But you still need to know where you want to go so that you can input it into

Google maps. Even if you're just driving to the store and you don’t need to be told where you should
turn, you still need to know where you’re going.

That’s absolutely true of churches too. We need to know where we’re going. Otherwise, the easiest
thing is to just keep doing the same thing over and over. In most churches, doing the same things again
and again doesn’t work out too well.

The sermon series we’re doing know is designed to help us understand where we’re going. We're lifting
up eight guiding principles for the church. The principles all come as Scripture describes who the church
is meant to be. I'd like to talk about four of them, to be merged in our minds with the four we talked
about in last’s month’s Courier.

In March we either will or have talked about:

BRINGING OTHERS (evangelism) — We're becoming people who assist the Spirit to help others make
connections with Christ. Our type of church typically does that best by bringing other people to worship
and letting the Holy Spirit do the Spirit's work.

BEARING FRUIT (ministry) —We’re becoming people who find and follow how God’s crafted and calling
us for ministry. Each one of us is given ministry to do — ministry that we’re uniquely SHAPED* for.

BESTOWING MERCY (helping people in need) — We're becoming people who serve the world in compas-
sion and love.

BOOSTING MINISTRY (structures) — We are becoming people who figure out structures that encourage
all these things to happen. So we’re always trying to work on issues with committees, property, finance,
leadership and management so that we can do ministry more effectively, efficiently, safely and thor-
oughly.

It’s really important that we know where we’re heading as a church. Having these biblical principles in
our heads will mean that we can get to where we’re going — being a church where people are formed
together through Scripture. It’s a privilege to serve Him together with you.

*SHAPED is an acronym, mostly developed by Rick Warren, that delineates some of the factors that
help us figure out how we’re called to ministry. It stands for:

Spiritual gifts — qualities given by the Spirit, specifically given to us for the work of ministry

Heart — the things we’re passionate about

Abilities — the things we’re good at

Personality — qualities that makes us who we are

Experiences — that things we’ve done or had happen that form us

Daring — the courage to engage in the ministry we’re called to, even when we may not be drawn to it

Grace and peace,




Palm Sunday Is Bring a Friend Sunday

Our kind of church — a northeastern mainline congregation, seems to
help the Holy Spirit reach people for Christ best through bringing people
to worship. The Holy Spirit just seems to be able to use that simple act.
So, this Palm Sunday, April 2, we invite you to bring a friend, family
member, neighbor or acquaintance who might appreciate reconnecting,
: or maybe connecting for the first time, with Jesus. The service will have
N ) a wide variety of music in it; we’ll begin in the sanctuary, and then

E conclude with the kids leading us through an Easter pageant in
Founders’ Hall.

We hope that you’ll think about who in your life might be open to Jesus
right now. Then pray about inviting them. See if the Spirit seems to be
leading you to do that. And then bring — we ask that you don’t just
invite (inviting can convey a “whatever” attitude) them to church, sit
with them, and make some introductions. The Holy Spirit sometimes
uses this very basic act to do really powerful things in people’s lives.
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“Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord!”
Luke 19:38, NIV

From the Worship Committee:

Spring is finally coming closer to us!! We can soon say goodbye to winter for
another year. We always welcome the extra hours of sunlight, which boosts
mental & physical health.

Spring is a major faith-booster time too. Through Wednesday, March 29, please join us at 7:30 PM in the sanctuary
for the Wednesday Lenten worship service. Each week there will be a dinner in Founders’ Hall beginning at 6:30
PM, giving us a chance to fellowship with each other first.

April 2" is Palm Sunday, and CCHP will have a few special music numbers during the worship. Following the
worship service, there will be a children’s pageant in Founders’ Hall. Please continuously pray about who might be
open to your bringing them to the worship on this day.

Also, we would like to add a bit about the Easter Sunday, April 9 services, celebrating our risen Lord: 6:30 a.m. at
Pondside Park followed by breakfast in Founders’ Hall. 10:00 AM in the sanctuary with the Chancel and Bell Choirs
and guest instrumentalists.

Facebook and Remember to like us on Facebook and follow us
Instagram on Instagram. You can take a picture of this code
with your device, and it will take you right to our

Instagram page.
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The Women's Breakfast
Ministry held its March
breakfast on Saturday,
March 4. Amy Duran was
our guest speaker and
shared with us her walk of
faith, "note by note" as
she expressed it. Thank
you to all who have
helped to make these
breakfasts possible! We
will resume our
breakfasts the first
Saturday of October.

It’s very busy time for the Guild! We kicked off our Lenten Dinners
with the Soup Supper, which was a great success! Thank you to all
who attended and contributed food!

Our Lenten Collection for the Norwood Food Pantry continues
through March 19th in the Narthex.

We are looking forward to the Women’s Communion Breakfast on

March 25" at 9:30 AM. Rev. Linnea Barry will be speaking! Tickets
will be on sale after worship on March 19™. Contact Sharon Brahs

with any questions.

And looking ahead we will hold our first garage sale, etc. on
Saturday, April 29" from 9 AM to 2 PM. If you have any items you
wish to donate, you may drop them off beginning April 23rd. Items
must be small enough for one person to move! There will be a
baked goods table, coffee, books/puzzles, jewelry and so much
more!

Courier Deadline
April 9th

Attention Men!

The men of our church meet each
month. We talk about life, what
God’s looking for from us, explore a
little Scripture, and eat a little
breakfast. These times have been
very helpful and well attended. We
invite you to our next gathering on
Saturday, April 8th at 8:30 AM.

MEN'S
GROUP

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Anonymous;

Lynn Baker;

Deanna & Roger Carman,;
Nancy Lanzalotto;

Ed Serrano;

Craig Terjanian.
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our sympathies are extended to the family
of Richard Smyth who died on March 16th.
Look for an email to learn of the funeral
details.

Our sympathies are also extended to Dada Eng on the passing
of her Mother. Please keep Dada and her family in your
prayers.




April 9, 2023—6:30 AM
Easter Dawn Service

R Pondside Park

Corner of Blanch and Lafayette

= Harrington Park

Breakfast at 7:30 at the church

10 AM—€aster Worship in the Sanctuary

One Spring Street
PO Box 185
Harrington Park NJ 07640



The Community Church
in Harrington Park
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Sunday Monday Tuesdouwy Wedneaday | Thwwdoy Fridoy
March 7 March 2 March 3
6:30 Lenten Supper
7:30 Worship
7:45RWSinFH | 7:30 Choir BREAKFAST
March § March 6 March 7 March 8 March 9 Mareh 710 /l/larch 77
9:00 Choir saoAM
10:00 Worship, 11:00—3:00
Puppets & SS 1:30 Rachel Circle Club 60 in FH \ﬂg
11:15 Children’s
Choir 6:30 Lenten Supper MEN'S Breakfast
7:30 Worship GROUP
7:45 Bell Choir 7:30 Consistory 7:45 RWS in FH
Turn your clocks
7:30 Choir ahead before you
go to bed!
March 12 March 18 March 7% March 15 March 76 March 17 March 18
Daylight Savings
Time begins 9:00 Courier
COURIER Assembly -
DEADLINE v A
9:00 Choir 1:30 Rachel Circle pé\CR]C
10:00 Worship, 5:00-7:00 HPBOE DAL}
Puppets & SS 7:45 Bell Choir 6:30 Lenten Supper | in FH & Conf. <
11:15 Children’s 7:30 Deborah Cir- | 7:30 Worship Room
Choir cle 7:45 RWS in FH
March 79 March 20 | March 27 March 22 | March 23 March 24 | March 25
9:00 Choir 9:30 Women'’s
10:00 Worship, 10:00 Media Mtg. Communion
Puppets & SS Brunch
11:15 Children’s
Choir 7:45 Bell Choir
6:30 Lenten Supper
7:30 Worship 7:30 Choir
7:45 RWS in FH
March 26 | March 27 |March 28  |March 29  |March 30  |March 37  |April 7
9:00 Choir
10:00 Worship,
Puppets & SS
11:15 Children’s 5:00 — 7:00 HPBOE
Choir in FH & Conf.
11:15 Guild Room
Executive Mtg. | 7:45 Bell Choir 6:30 Lenten Supper
11:30 Worship 7:30 Worship 7:30 Chancel
Committee Mtg. 7:45 RWS in FH Choir
April 2 April 8 April 4 April 5 April 6
@PalmSunday GMaundyThursday :
9:00 Choir T o3\
10:00 Worship, L g
Puppets & SS 7:30 Worship with
11:00 SS Pageant | 7:45 Bell Choir 7:30 Consistory Communion MEN' S Breakfast
7:30 RWS in FH

SS = Sunday School; FH = Founders’ Hall; HPBOE = Harrington Park Board of Education
RWS = Ramsey Wind Symphony




