The Courier

Dear Friends,

A confession: | have never read anything by Lewis Carroll, including his
most notable work, Alice in Wonderland. 1think I’'m glad about that —the
bits and pieces that I've heard about all just seem to be a little too weird for
my practical tastes. (I will admit, though, that | know most of the lyrics to
White Rabbit by lefferson Airplane, a song alluding to Alice.)

So | don’t want to sound like I’'m really familiar with Alice in Wonder-
land. But | do know of one vignette in the story. There is an ex-
change between Alice and the Cheshire Cat that goes, "Wouldyou @ FROM OUR
tell me, please, which way | ought to go from here?" "That depends PASTDR
a good deal on where you want to get to," said the Cat. "l don't

much care where--" said Alice. "Then it doesn't matter which way

you go," said the Cat. "-so long as | get SOMEWHERE," Alice added as an explanation.
"Oh, you're sure to do that," said the Cat, "if you only walk long enough."

Another way of saying that is, “If you don’t know where you’re going, any road will
take you there.” And yet another way of saying that is, “If you have no end in mind,
you’re going to go nowhere in particular.”

And yet, in our lives, we would almost never do that. When you start off on a trip,
you have a destination in mind. When you construct your financial life, you have a
goal in mind. If you are learning piano, losing weight or cooking a meal you have an
objective that you’re trying to achieve.

In the Christian church, though, we’re great at wandering around on no road in par-
ticular. We enjoy each other’s company; we’re accustomed to worship; there’s a
rhythm to life, and it’s sort of like a clock that’s wound up and just keeps going.

That’s why, from the end of January through March 26, we’ll be looking at where
we've said we're going. We'll be thinking about who we’re called to be together in
the Bible as explained by the eight banners in the sanctuary. We'll echo those
themes on Wednesday evenings in our Lenten services. We'll try to be more inten-
tional about moving forward out of our vision statement: “Striving to be who Christ
outlines in Scripture.” We understand that the Bible explains who the church is to
be. We try to live into that by constructing our life together so that we’re following
Scripture’s outlines.
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We want to be really clear about where we’re going. That one idea is the driving
force behind any effective organization. As we live together intentionally, | fully ex-
pect it will increase our vitality and effectiveness as well. It's a privilege to serve Him
with you.

Grace and peace,
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GUILD FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Website Help

Happy New Year from the Guild for Christian Service! First, we would like to thank
all those who helped decorate the sanctuary and Johnson Chapel for Christmas. It
takes a great many people to make this happen and we truly appreciate everyone

who helped with this!

We are also pleased to announce that our Autumn Bazaar profit was $3,230! We
would again like to thank everyone who helped out and also everyone that shopped
to help us raise these funds. Money will be dispersed to outreach missions soon!

Looking ahead.... The Next Circle meetings are Tuesday, February 14 at 7:30pm and
Wednesday, February 15 at 1:30pm. All women are invited to attend for a time of
fellowship and devotions. The Guild Lenten Soup Supper will take place on Ash
Wednesday, February 22 at 6:30pm! We hope you will come and have some deli-
cious soup and dessert before the evening worship service!

Stay tuned for a date for the Spring Garage sale! If you are interested in being on
the Garage Sale committee please email Tracy.Ciavaglia@hotmail.com.
We are looking forward to a bright 2023!

Blessings and peace, Tracy Ciavaglia and Chris Novak, Co-Presidents

www.cchpchurch.org

| hope you all have had a
chance to view the new look
for our church website.

It has been my pleasure over
the past these past 8+ years to
be the manager of the website.

With this in mind | am looking
for and open to finding a back-
up person to help manage the
content.

It does not take much time
once you are familiar with the
mechanics of the site.

If anyone in interested in this
ministry please contact me at
dgnovak@optonline.net

From the Worship Committee:

Happy New Year to alll May God bless you and your family in 2023.

Attention Men!

We thank everyone who helped with and participated in Advent and
Christmas worship services including Advent candlelighters, ushers,
those who decorated and undecorated the sanctuary, narthex and
chapel and our choirs. We especially thank Amy Duran for her leader-
ship and the members of the chancel choir every Sunday. We appreci-
ate all the performances at the musicale on Dec. 18 including the
chancel choir, children's choir, Dot Abelman and the bell choir, Nate
Giordano and Barbara Ciannella.

Usher/Greeter Ministry: We are in the preliminary stage of setting up
an ushering committee for those of you who would agree to usher/
greet on a regular basis, serving once every two or three months. We
are looking into using an online sign-up site. Please contact Sanae
Tomita or Chris Novak about being a part of this ministry.

Looking Ahead: We will begin our Wednesday evening services on
February 22, Ash Wednesday. There will be a Soup Supper at
6:30 PM, provided by the Guild, with Lenten worship at 7:30 PM.

Sanae Tomita and Chris Novak

The men of our church
meet each month. We
talk about life, what
God’s looking for from us,
explore a little Scripture,
and eat a little breakfast.
These times have been
very helpful and well
attended. We invite you
to our next gathering on
Saturday, February 11 at
8:30 AM.

MEN'S
GROUP

Facebook and
Instagram

Remember to like us on Facebook and follow us
on Instagram. You can take a picture of this code
with your device, and it will take you right to our

Instagram page.
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8y Women's
\90 Ministry
Breakfast
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Our February Women’s Ministry
Breakfast will take place on Satur-
day, February 4th beginning at
9:30 AM.

As you know, these breakfasts have
been a source of fellowship and
spiritual encouragement for all who
attend! Invite your friends and
neighbors, too!

CCHP Chancel Choir

| hope you all had a chance to hear us sing at our
annual "Musicale” or Christmas Eve Services.

These are the times we try our best to make your
worship experience more meaningful through music.

As we move into 2023, we are always looking for a
few more voices. Believe it or not, soon we will start
to prepare for Lent and Easter selections.

MUS

NEWS : . . .
So, if you are of a mind and voice, we have a music
binder waiting for you to sing to the glory of God.

You do not need to read music. (I do not myself.) Come join us Thursday
evenings at 7:30 PM and Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM

Dennis Novak, Chancel Choir President

THANKS FROM AMY DURAN, MUSIC DIRECTOR

| wanted to give a big shout-out and thank you to the choir, children’s
choir, bell choir, and everyone else for such a wonderful and meaningful
Fall, Advent and Christmas Together! | am so grateful for everything ...
and everyone!

We offer our sympathies to
Joan Hoerauf on the passing
of her son, Eric, on Janu-

will be held in our sanctuary
on January 21st at 11 AM.

Our sympathies are also extended to Janet Kaden
on the passmg of her mom, Elizabeth Hoffman, on
George and Janet’s address is PO
Box 518, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756.

January 5".
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ary 2nd. A memorial service SYMPATHY

Announcements

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Anonymous; Lynn Baker; Deanna &
Roger Carman; Marilyn Clark; Ann
Froeder; Janet Kosack; Nancy Lanza-
lotto; Ed Serrano; Richard Smyth; Craig
Terjanian.

CONGRATULATIONS to Mary
Ann Schran and Greg Pearson
on the birth of their grand-
daughter, = Vanessa Marie
McKane Pearson, to parents
Jonathan and Dana on Tues-
day, January 10"




Worship
Sanae Tomita, E’23*

Chris Novak, E'24

Outreach/Evangelism

Nina Pond, D'23*
Rich Budinich, D’25

Personnel
Barry Wood*
Les Cox

Sanae Tomita

Foundation

Pastor Sayer, Pres.
Bob Carr, Treasurer
Les Cox

David Hall

Barry Wood

Grants Review

Ruth Cuffe, Chairperson
Dennis Novak, Treasurer
Tom Brueck

Lori Anders

Bob Carr

Joan Hoerauf

Pastor Sayer

2023 Consistory Committee Assignments

Executive Committee

President — Rev. Steve Sayer, Pastor
1* Vice President — Barry Wood, E’23
Retired Vice President — Bob Carr

Treasurer — Bob Carr

Education
Craig Budinich, D’24*
Jeff Ciavaglia, D'24

Finance/Stewardship

Les Cox, E'24*
Chuck Dages, E'25

Scholarship

Les Cox*
Chuck Dages
Craig Budinich

Treasurer
Bob Carr

Lori Anders

Clerk

Chris Novak

Classis Delegate
Bob Carr

*denotes committee chairperson

Property
Keith Michels, D'24*
Barry Wood, E’'23

Congregational Care

Jocelyn Brueck, E’25*

Jean Greenlaw, D’25

Nominating
Barry Wood*
Nina Pond

Sanae Tomita

Financial Secretary

Lori Anders

Recording Secretary

Wini Kinkele

Alternate Delegate

Dennis Novak

Scout Liaison

Jeff Pond
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
January 1 January 2 January 3 January 4 January 5 January 6 January 7
January 8 January 9 January 10| January 11 January 12 January 13 January 14
January 15 January 16 January 17| January 18 January 19 January 20 January 21
9:00 Courier
11:00 Eric Hoerauf
Assembly < Memorial Service
v
5:00—7:00 HPBOE
in FH
7:30 Choir
January 22 January 23 January 24 January 25 January 26 January 27 January 28
9:00 Choir Feed Our Souls Feed Our Souls
10:00 Worship,
Puppets, SS
1:30—3:30
11:15 Children’s
Choir HPBOE, Conf.
Room
7:30 RWS in FH 7:30 Choir
January 29 January 30 January 31 February 1 February 2 February 3 February 4
9:00 Choir
10:00 Worship, kel
Puppets, SS
3:00—4:00 4
11:15 Children’s (/(
Choir HPBOE, Conf.
Room
7:30 RWS in FH 7:30 Choir Breakfast

Ministry




Snack Pack Success

As you can see from the photo, we
had a record number of volunteers to
help assemble 1,000 Snack Packs on
Martin Luther King Day.

We also collected more than $1,800
to help offset the cost @ $6 per pack.

Since its inception in 2009, CFA’s
Weekend Snack Pack Program has

¥ provided more than 290,000 packs of

nutritious, nonperishable, easy-to-
prepare food to children to ensure
they get enough food on weekends
and holidays. With help from CFA
and us, these children can avoid hun-
ger when they can’t depend on school
meals.

Learn more about it here:

Weekend Snack Pack Program - Center For

Food (cfanj.org)

One Spring Street
PO Box 185
Harrington Park NJ 07640


https://www.cfanj.org/weekend-snack-pack-program/
https://www.cfanj.org/weekend-snack-pack-program/

